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As of 31 March 2017, the estimated number of IDPs in 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba and Yobe is 
1,832,743 (326,010 households), representing a decrease of 
77,223 (4%) from the �gure of 1,899,830 in the last round 
(DTM Round XIV). The key reasons for population movement 
continue to be to return to their place of origin and to search 

for livelihood opportunities. Some more people were also 
displaced due to continuing military action and in some 
instances, due to communal clashes.

Borno continued to host the majority of IDPs (1,428,947), 
followed by Adamawa (146,605) and Yobe (116,619). 

Four out of six northeastern states -- Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno 
and Gombe -- showed a downward trend in IDP numbers 
during the Round XV assessments in comparison to the last 
DTM. The main reasons for the �uctuation in IDP numbers 
over the last two rounds were (i) attacks by Boko Haram on 
villages that caused an in�ux of IDPs into townships; (ii) a large 

number of IDPs moved from the newly accessible villages to 
other LGAs; (iii) the return of IDPs to their places of origin; (iv) 
the start of the planting season necessitating the return of 
IDPs to carry out cultivation; and (v) inability to continue 
paying rent or �nd alternative livelihood. 

Map 1: LGA level displacement severity map
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Borno recorded a relatively signi�cant decrease of 77,223 IDPs 
as compared to the number in the previous round. A marked 
decrement of 49,467 was recorded in Maiduguri Metropolitan 
Council (MMC) akin to the last round of assessment. 
Reductions were also observed in Ngala (31,008 less IDPs), 
Jere (29,197 less IDPs) and Dikwa (18,905 less IDPs). While the 
majority of the reduction can be explained by IDPs returning 
to their place of origin, some reduction was also due to the 
correction of �gures following the completion of biometric 
registration in the relevant areas. Notwithstanding the 
reducing number of IDPs, MMC continues to host the highest 
number of IDPs in Nigeria at 395,847; followed by 306,568 in 
Jere LGA (Borno). 

On the other hand, some LGAs in Borno like Nganzai, 
Magumeri and Bama reported increases of 13,061, 11,467 and 
6,732, respectively, in the number of recorded IDPs. Military 
operations in Guzamala caused an in�ux of IDPs into 
Magumeri and Nganzai. An increase of 3,322 was seen in Mafa 
because IDPs returned back to Mafa town as they were unable 
to proceed to their places of origin. Some other LGAs 
witnessed increases in IDPs because of attacks by Boko Haram 
that caused an in�ux of IDPs into Chibok Town. Large 
numbers of IDPs from newly accessible villages surrounding 
Dikwa moved to other LGAs like MMC and Jere in search of 
better living conditions. Lastly some people did not wish to be 
identi�ed as IDPs.  
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Figure 3: IDP population per round of DTM assessment

Change in IDP �gures by state
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Figure 4: Change in IDP figures by state
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Adamawa, Bauchi and Gombe were the other states that 
recorded a decrease in the number of IDPs. Increased mobility 
on account of improvement in the security situation that 
enabled IDPs to return to their places of origin was the main 
cause of the reduction noted in these states. 

The decrease in Adamawa was a result IDPs returning to their 
place of origin, but also moving in search of better livelihood 
opportunities. The exception was Demsa Numan, where at the 
time of the assessment, there were communal clashes that 
displaced people from villages to towns.

In Bauchi, the reduction in the number of IDPs was due to: 
displaced people returning to their state of origin on account 
of the improved security situation, the need to plant seeds as 
this is the best period for sowing, skyrocketing rental prices in 

places of settlement, the inability to �nd alternate sources of 
livelihood, and others. 

On the other hand, Taraba state witnessed an overall increase 
in the number of IDPs as a result of displacements due to 
communal clashes that started towards the end of December 
in Ardo-kola, Gassol and Lau LGAs. Numbers of IDPs increased 
in the three a�ected LGAs of Jalingo, Lau and Yorro. The 
increment took the total number of IDPs in the state to 57,902, 
up by 10,196 since the last assessment. An increase in IDP 
numbers was also recorded in Yobe state taking the total up 
by 5,840 to 118,854. A key reason for the increase in Yobe was 
the arrival of people into the country from neighbouring 
countries. Gujba also recorded an increase because it is an 
LGA of return. 

State LGAs Round 14 (Number of individuals) Round 15 (Number of individuals) Change

BORNO ASKIRA / UBA 6,810 11,010                                            4,200      
BORNO BAMA 31,992 38,724 6,732 
BORNO BAYO 1,182 1,140                                              -42          
BORNO BIU 41,962 44,170 2,208 
BORNO CHIBOK 7,995 12,495                                            4,500      
BORNO DAMBOA 55,887 56,243 356 
BORNO DIKWA 116,697 97,792 -18,905  
BORNO GUBIO 5,690 6,030 340 
BORNO GWOZA 50,449 56,481                                            6,032      
BORNO HAWUL 29,111 28,673 -438

BORNO JERE 335,765 306,568                                          -29,197  
BORNO KAGA 19,308 19,024 284 
BORNO KALA BALGE 35,295 34,968                                            -327        
BORNO KONDUGA 90,514 95,799 5,285 
BORNO KUKAWA 14,063 16,430                                            2,367      
BORNO KWAYA / KUSAR 2,250 2,700 450 
BORNO MAFA 7,490 10,812                                            3,322      
BORNO MAGUMERI 2,550 14,017 11,467 
BORNO MAIDUGURI M. C. 445,314 395,847                                          -49,467  
BORNO MOBBAR - 6,100 6,100 
BORNO MONGUNO 135,463 121,514                                          -13,949  
BORNO NGALA 63,623 32,615 -31,008 
BORNO NGANZAI 5,906 18,967                                            13,061   
BORNO SHANI 854 828 -26 

Figure 5: Fluctuation in IDP population by LGAs in Borno

Fluctuation in IDP population by LGAs in Borno
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Figure 6: IDP population by major age groups and gender breakdown

Figure 7: precentage of IDP population by gender and vulnerable age groups
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1.B DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

80,494 people were interviewed to obtain a detailed and 
representative sample of age and gender breakdown. This 
sample represents 5% of the identi�ed IDP population. The 
results show that 54% of IDPs are female and 46% are male. 
Children under 18 made up 56% of the sampled IDPs; 20% of 
them are between one to �ve years old and 9% are below 
one-year-old. 7% of the sample population are above the age 
of 60.

Out of the 29,486 people in the age group of 18 to 59 year old, 
15,948 were women and 13,538 were men. Bauchi has the 
highest largest population within the 18 to 59-year-old age 
group.  The average household size consisted of 5.6 persons.
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